CHAPTER XV

TRANSITION

THE increasing gravity of the international situa-
tion with its repercussions on foreign and domes-
tic policy was temporarily eclipsed by the nine-
days' wonder of the Abdication.   The emotional
exhaustion involved in this poignant and mysterious
episode may have been partly responsible for the
negligible public reaction to a premature though
highly significant compact between the British and
Italian Governments, the object of which was to
liquidate outstanding Mediterranean disputes be-
tween their two countries and sanctify the status quo
among all the nations bordering that sea. This so-
called " Gentlemen's Agreement" was the first serious
effort on the part of the British Government to
improve diplomatic relations with the dictatorships
by direct bilateral methods, and in many respects
marks the birth of that particular form of appease-
ment with which Mr.  Chamberlain's name was
subsequently to be identified, Mussolini heralded this
return to realism in no uncertain fashion by landing
i large force of Italian volunteers at Cadiz on the
rery day the Agreement was signed, and the good
mpression created by our diplomatic initiative was
oon outweighed by Mussolini's aggressive attitude.
3y the end of February Italy had landed more than
=0,000 men in Spain. Two weeks later the Duce was
xpressing through his Press the view that the estab-
:shment of a Bolshevist Government in Spain would
e a modification of the status quo within the meaning
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